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practice of turning yesterday's armoires mto 

dwellings for tidy entertainment centers inevitably 

leaves the French aghast. Forget sentimentalism or 

their penchant for hosting electronics in full view. 

When the ratio of eighteenth-century armoires to 

those vying for them is so awry, we are doing the 

unthinkable, critics say. That these pieces are as 
. * 

beloved by Americans as by the French seemingly 

offers little consolation. 

Balance Is Key to Creating a Feeling 
of Well-Being 
There is no denying that integrating boldly scaled, 

dignified, old wood pieces can be tres difficile, even 

for the French. Unless those clamoring for the 

spotlight find their way to the right places, their 

presence can jarringly slant the visual weight to one 

side of a room. 

It is not by accident, then, that ancestral portraits 

pose arrogantly on easels, taut tapestries look down 

from walls, and folding screens brushed with 

painted scenes help project an air of authority, say, 

across the room from statuary. Or that oils, 

gouaches, and prints swell into collections, 

stretching toward the horizon. Though none may 

tote equalizing weight, each helps view attention­

ora ino furni hing in a more flattering light. Not 

h n omechino m every corner 

m1rr r r cted glm · but 

hind 
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